
Minutes of the Charlotte-Metrolina Chapter (NC-04) 

Of the Military Officers Association of America 

May 18, 2014 

 
President Harley Ellinger called the business meeting to order at 3:30 p.m. at the Red Rocks 

Café.  He announced that it was the Chapter’s 41
st
 anniversary.  The original Chapter was 

established on May 18, 1973 with 71 members.  The invocation was led by Darrell Long and the 

Pledge of Allegiance followed.  Harley thanked Ron Wilsbach for getting the new website up 

and running for the anniversary (www.charlottemoaa.org).  Guests, Jane and David Knight were 

recognized as well as new member, Mike Rusho.  

 

Gary Aljets won the 50/50 raffle. 

 

Minutes of the April 6, 2014 meeting were approved as distributed by the newsletter. 

 

Treasurer’s Report (Ron Wilsbach):  Cash balance - $4922.03.  Scholarship fund - $1367.16. 

 

Officers Reports: 

President (Harley Ellinger):  Harley (3
rd

 vice president of MOAA NC Council of Chapters) 

reported on his attendance at the quarterly meeting in Raleigh on May 16
th

 and 17
th

.  The issues 

were: 

 The Bailey Patten Act – Law that allows exemption of military retirement pay from 

taxation by the State of North Carolina  Military retirees from August 12, 1984 forward do not 

qualify.  MOAA is lobbying to change that rule, however, the state of NC does not have the 

money to make it inclusive.  Other state government employees and teachers also qualify for this 

tax relief. 

 

 College Tuition – This is a national MOAA legislative issue to be brought before 

Congress that would allow active duty and retired military personnel to pay in-state tuition 

anywhere in the United States regardless of their State residence. 

 

 Chapter membership – Harley reiterated that spouses who are auxiliary members in this 

Chapter have the right to vote and that the dues for spouses are covered by the treasury. 

 

1
st
 VP and Acting Secretary (Ron Morgan):  On vacation.  No report. 

 

2
nd

 VP (Carol Aljets):  Carol talked about MOAA’s Voices for America's Troops (Voices) 

initiative first launched by the public and senior enlisted personnel to get behind a strong 

national defense and support service members. Voices membership is intended for those who do 

not qualify for MOAA membership such as enlisted personnel and the general public. Pamphlets 

are available from Carol.  

 

3
rd

 VP (Gloria Scienski):  Gloria reported that the House Armed Services Committee followed 

the lead of the Personnel Subcommittee and rejected administration proposals for cuts that affect 

military personnel.  In addition several key MOAA concerns are:  Improving sexual assault 

prevention and prosecution; $45 million budget for behavioral and mental health programs for 

http://www.charlottemoaa.org/


Special Forces; report on the Defense Health Agency’s structure; protection of child custody 

arrangements for deployed service members; and, additional study of reporting of service 

member and family member suicide. 

 

Newsletter:  (Carol Morgan):   Newsletter suspense for September is August 22
nd

.   

 

Old Business:  

 JROTC/ROTC - Larry Stawicki reported that 35 area schools that have JROTC 
and ROTC programs were recently visited by Chapter members to hand out certificates 
and medals.  Weddington High School was recently added with a Marine Corp unit.  
Larry thanked all those who helped him with this project:  Greg Ainslie, Scott Morris, 
Chuck Martin, Ron Morgan, Larry Litton and Carol Aljets. It was noted that students who 
participate in JROTC have a 100% graduation rate.  Larry reported that the Auto Bell 
Car Wash Coupon ($15) fundraiser will show a profit of $750 when completed.  There 
are 16 Auto Bell coupons outstanding to be purchased or sold by Chapter members. 

New Business: 

 Hubertha Barnett Honored – President Ellinger and 3rd vice president Gloria 
Scienski presented Hubertha with a Chapter Certificate of Appreciation for her 15 years 
of organizing the annual Oktoberfest celebration for the Chapter meeting, with authentic 
German table decorations, musical entertainment and delicious German food. 

 Picnic At the Pines Summer Meeting – The Lake Norman Satellite Chapter will 
host the Charlotte-Metrolina Chapter at the Pines at Davidson for “a good time and 
good food get together” on Wednesday, June 18th at noon at the Gazebo (or the 
Davidson Room if weather is inclement).  Menu:  Hamburgers, franks, baked beans, 
cole slaw, potato salad, chips, condiments, cookies and brownies.  Beverages will 
include iced tea, lemonade, soda and Sangria.  Cost is $14 per person.  Reservations 
by check only by Friday, June 13th to Treasurer, COL Eric Wruck at 429 Pine Road, 
Davidson, NC  28036.  Directions can be found on the website at charlottemoaa.org. 

 Veteran Emergency Medical Care – Gary Aljets was informed by Bob Becker, 
Congressman Pittenger’s Military Advisor, that any veteran needing immediate 
emergency room care can go to their local emergency room in lieu of a trip to Salisbury.  
This would include the use of an ambulance.  If the VA challenges the cost, the veteran 
is to contact Bob Becker for assistance in resolving the medical claim. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS: 

June 10th through June 13th - Blessed Assurance fundraiser at California Pizza 
Kitchen in the SouthPark Mall.  Contact Gary at glaljets@aol.com for electronic flyer. 

June 18th – Picnic at noon at the Pines hosted by the Lake Norman Satellite Chapter 

http://www.charlottemoaa.org/
mailto:glaljets@aol.com


2015 - NC Council of Chapters Convention will be held in the NC mountains. 

Program:  Dr. Jim Hogue, a 1980 West Point grad and current Professor of History at 
UNCC at Charlotte presented a ten point program on the United States Commission on 
Military History from 1895 through 1995.  Dr. Hogue, a former USA artillery officer, 
demonstrated through his power point program how wars, politics, and presidents have 
affected the size and cost of troop strength.  Dr. Hogue noted that although the current 
defense budget is at a low of 4 percent of the GDP, our country is still the leader for 
military strength in the world. 

The meeting attended by 26 members and visitors was adjourned at 5:38 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kathleen Wilsbach, Auxiliary Member 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 


